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"Strange Lives"

TP Yearbook 2004!




Jan 3  (  6775.10

Danny
Today I read the 2003 yearbook again, which I haven't done for a little while, and it feels to me like 2004 was way, way funnier than 2003. Like funnier by a factor of ten. I think we've improved tremendously.


I wonder what 2005 will be like. At this rate, we'll become the happiest place on earth, and then Disneyland will have to be something else.

[ Cathy ]

MP3 Share





Jan 3  (  6390.521-523

Peter
When I dream about falling in love, it goes something like this…


- - - - - - - 


Random Female: Is that a diet Coke?


Me: If it were, the lights would flash and the bell would ring.


Random Female: *gasp of recognition*


- - - - - - - - 


You wouldn't believe how often I try this at parties.


Or maybe you would.

Scott
I should try that. 


Does it mean I have to start going to parties?

Peter
I'd try it out at the supermarket first and work your way up.

TP Yearbook 2004!




Jan 3  (  6775.12-17

John
The yearbook is AWSUM!! It really cheered the hell out of me. Cheered up the hell out of me. Wait… cheered up – the hell out of – me. Something like that.


How many other forums can brag that every participating member has at least two laugh-till-you-pee moments? Not "Psychic Treehouse," that's for damn sure. What a bunch of hams we are. Thank God.

Daniel
Great work Danny.


I hereby nominate it for next year's yearbook.


Also, I'm not wearing pants.


Good work people.

My Week with Muppet Xmas Carol

Jan 4  (  6718.13

Jess
I think we must be picturing Scooter's take on this role in two completely different ways. I might as well try to picture Lew Zealand as the Ghost of Christmas Past. ("You threw your chance for happiness away – and it did not come back to you!")

[ Anthony ]

Palisades: The end of the line


Jan 4  (  6777.22-26

Yancey
I didn't even know there was an EB in the Mall of America. I guess I should go there more often.

Joe
The EB is across from the Jurassic Park, two stores down from the lobster museum. 


If you've hit the place where they build the spare parts for the robot Michael Eisner, you've gone too far.

[ Ryan R ]

TP Yearbook 2004




Jan 5  (  6775.31-32

Isha
I have no application with which to open this file on my bran spankingly wiped hard drive.

Emmy
Dude. That sucks.


Lemme review it for you:


2004 started. Some people said some funny things. There were running jokes. Scott was there. Miles was mentioned. Muppets may or may not have been mentioned. And then 2004 died a slow and horrible death because that punk kid 2005 took over.


Or maybe the whole thing was about taxes.

[ Jess ]

Muppet Show 25th Anniversary CD

Jan 5  (  6783.3-7

Danny
It's not optimal, obviously. What we really want is each of the movie soundtracks on CD, and then some Muppet Show CDs, and then who knows what.

Rob
A huge anthology 4-disc boxed set with all the music from all three films and tons of Muppet Show songs and a collectible booklet wouldn't be a bad idea, like the Sesame Street set.

Danny
Right, exactly. Plus a backrub.

Muppet Show 25th Anniversary CD

Jan 5  (  6783.4

Scotty J
The remastering done for the CD makes it worthwhile to my ears. For example, during Sam's intro to Trees, I felt like I was sonically wading in Frank's tongue saliva as I was listening.

Muppet Movie DVD rumor



Jan 7  (  6791.6-7

Danny
By the way, what part of "Ryan, STOP READING MUPPET CENTRAL" did you not understand?

Cathy
This is just a guess here, but I'd say it's the "STOP" part.

UK DVDs





Jan 14  (  6841.3

Kynan
Dog City is amazing. Buy it!


Buy two, and wear one as a hat.

Shawn's Belated Birthday Thread

Jan 15  (  6782.30

Mark
This is my very belated post to the belated thread.


Happy birthday, young man. Your thirty-first year is going to be a memorable and important one for several reasons.


First, you will start losing your baby teeth. When your permanent teeth grow in, it's a great feeling. (Don't forget that you have to take better care of them, though!)


Second, I will increase your allowance to three dollars and seventy-five cents a week, if you keep your room clean and walk the ocelot every day.


Third, you're going to graduate from 25th grade this year. Remember, a 25th grade certificate is the equivalent of a 20th grade certificate in my generation, so you still have a lot more schooling to go. But we're all proud of you, no matter what.


Fourth, but by no means least: You're only five years away from being eligible to be president. So don't forget to run for the Senate this year.

The New John Tartaglia



Jan 16  (  6864.7-12

Ryan R
I think I'm most interested in the running gag potential of The Orson Welles Show. I don't think it's been explored to its fullest.

Ryan D
We'd discuss it more, but we're just too afraid to even think about it.


I'll take Scary Shit for $500, Alex.

Martha
$500? Dude, Orson Welles is in the Daily Double.

Ryan D
:: rim shot ::


I set 'em up, you knock 'em down.

Martha
* reconsiders *


Actually, the man was big enough to be the Daily Triple.

Ryan D
Oh SNAP!

The Good Times Are Coming


Jan 17  (  6810.35-40
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Martha
I'm hereby directing you to listen to "This Year" by Chantal Kreviazuk. It's on the Serendipity soundtrack. It was my anthem for 2002, which was my "Mean Sister Lucy" year.

Michal
How does one go about having a Mean Sister Lucy year?

Martha
It is a year in which one feels ready to kick some serious butt… in a good way. A feeling of invincibility, that THIS is MY year!


At least, that's how it was for me.

Michal
Actually, I've got this sense of foreboding about this year. Doesn't help my chances for the Mean Sister Lucy business.

John
Well, don't feel bad. You're not alone. 


I think I'm having a Stupid Ol' Snoopy year already. Or maybe a BUMP!! Linus year. Definitely not a Mean Sister Lucy. 

[ Anthony ]

Backstage: Some Assembly Required

Jan 18  (  6191.28-31

Mark
Because I'm a moron, I didn't save a copy of this page. And now it seems to have disappeared. Anyone have advice?

Peter
1) Put the side wall on before the back wall.


2) Have a knife handy to whittle down the pegs.


3) Pray.


4) Push real hard.

Yancey
I did step 4, then step 3. Frog was on my side. It worked.

Unique Auction




Jan 18  (  6793.8-15

(Auction description: "If you like cats, quilts or doing unusual jigsaw puzzles, this is the one for you.")

Tom
Talk about covering your bases.


"If you like baseball bats, Abraham Lincoln, or Belgian waffles, this one's for you!"

Carolyn
Actually, I think cats, quilts and jigsaw puzzles kind of fit together. I know I've owned and enjoyed all three.

Michal
Of course, when the jigsaw puzzle doesn't fit together, you've done something wrong.

Carolyn
The cat probably ate a piece.

Isha
Did you check under the quilt?

Carolyn
No, Abraham Lincoln took it.

[ Ryan R & Tom ]

Queer Eye for the Straight Girl


Jan 19  (  6912.1

Cathy
I'm watching this right now. It's terrible. I keep waiting for it to get better, and it just doesn't. It's not funny. It's not clever. It's not anything but on the TV.


So bad.


So very, very bad.


Anyone else see it?

Shawn: RRRRRGGGGHHHH


Jan 20  (  6899.17

Danny
By the way, "forgetting tasks" is the least bad thing you can do in a relationship. Not writing down phone messages is way worse than that.


I think the list goes like this, from smallest to biggest: Forgetting to turn on the dishwasher, forgetting to do the laundry, not taking phone messages, hitting, killing and dumping in a river, forgetting to set the VCR for Desperate Housewives.

[ Ryan R ]

Quinn's DC Comics Customs


Jan 21  (  6882.24-25

Dave T
You are a kind, generous and compassionate soul.

Quinn
Go to hell.

Dan's Wonderful Morning



Jan 21  (  6927.1-5

Dan
I've had such an interesting morning. First my car was hit by an MTBA bus, then I was attacked by a drunk on the T. Could today get any better?

Patrick
The feds are hunting down terrorists in Boston. Maybe you'll become embroiled in a zany adventure regarding that.

Dan
The way my day is going it wouldn't surprise me. My only question is, why was there a man drunk on the train at 8:30 in the morning?

Scott
Because his bus hit a car earlier?

[ Emmy ]

Quinnsomnia





Jan 23  (  6944.4

Joe
I recommend narcolepsy. That's what I usually

Petsmobility





Jan 24  (  6931.11-12

Isha
I like the idea of a "call owner" button if my dog is lost and then found… but I'm not too sure how well that would stand up to the elements.

John
If I happened to see a dog running around loose in my neighborhood with a Petsmobility thing on his collar, I would assume his owners are upwardly mobile folks with disposable income who were just murdered by their drug dealers.

Numb3rs





Jan 26  (  6955.15

Danny
Who3v3r cam3 up with using th3 numb3r thr33 inst3ad of th3 l3tt3r E is on my 3n3mi3s list for lif3.


Asshol3.

[ Martha & Cathy ]

The News Is Bad For Your Health

Jan 27  (  6973.3

Danny
Mandatory TV is the curse of the modern age.

Toy Story 3





Jan 30  (  6983.11

Danny
I think they should release it without a director, a cast, or characters. It'll just be a title sequence and credits, and then everyone can sit there and eat their popcorn in peace.

Popbitch: Piggy and drugs


Jan 31  (  6998.3-10
Danny
The nice thing about stories like that is that they're impossible to verify. Even if somebody says no, that's just a story, then people will just think they're denying it.

Ryan D
Wait, didn't a Creature Shop employee get arrested for it in the mid nineties when they actually found the pot in Piggy?


I guess you could call her a pot bellied pig. Ha! Ha ha ha! Oh, shit, I'm hilarious.

[ Ryan R ]

Monkey difference




Jan 31  (  6999.1-23

Thijs
Is there any difference, except for the name and voice, between Davey and Joey Monkey? I'm wondering, cause I can't see it.

Peter
Davey likes Julia Roberts movies.


Joey just wants to fuck the shit out of your sister.

Kynan
Bwah! You just made milk come out of my nose, and I'm not even drinking milk.

Danny
Holy frijoles! You just made Kynan's milk come out of my nose too.

[ Scott ]

Palisades news: Sesame figures


Feb 1  (  6557.162

Michal
I don't say this often, but... Giggity-giggity.

Watching Buffy




Feb 4  (  6800.29-34

Anthony
I got season two from the library today, and will watch at least 8 episodes this weekend. More to follow.

Scott
Once you've Mastered this season, you'll see a Spike in your appreciation. Enjoy, and have Faith, for now is the Dawn of your Glory.


Wait – I've gone too far.

Ryan R
Scott, if you don't stop offering vague spoilers, I Mayor may not rip out your Adam's apple.

Scott
When you're right, you're right. Somehow I'll make Amends for my failings with a Trio of apologies. I'll Hush.

Quinn
Uh... Rejoyce with Band Candy in Doppelgangerland with pasty Willows.


Hell. I'm no good at this.

[ Scott ]

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy

Feb 4  (  7008.25-30

Cathy
Read this. Now.

Anthony
I'll read it after I finish reading some stuff I'm reading now.

Cathy
Good lad.

Danny
I like it when we boss Anthony around.

I Don't Like Ma Gorg



Feb 7  (  7058.1

John
I don't like her. Not her voice, not her nose, not her face. Mostly I dislike her face. It's very stiff and never seems to be in sync with the rest of her body. Pa Gorg's face is quite expressive, as is Junior's. Who dropped the ball on Ma? She seems altogether Krofftlike.


Sorry if this post sounds a little grouchy, but I couldn't hold it in for another twenty years.

Scott: Debt consolidation



Feb 7  (  7061.4

Joe
ToughPigs.com: Where Muppet fans get all the answers for debt consolidation.


Muppet Central ain't got shit on us.

Meeting the Fraggles



Feb 15  (  7107.29

Peter
As for Live By the Rule of the Rock, there's been talk of what episodes will be included, but I wouldn't count on them having anything to do with the DVD title. 


Volume 2, after all, had a lot less to do with Dancing Your Cares Away than How to Almost Kill Your Friends Without Really Trying.

New HIT DVDs




Feb 17  (  7142.11-22

Danny
I will be satisfied with plain old box sets. I hereby make a vow that if HIT releases plain old Fraggle Rock box sets, with all the episodes in order, and a theme song and credits on each episode, then I will never ask them for anything ever again.


No bonus features, no commentaries, no trivia quizzes, no interactive menus, nothin'. They could be in a plain brown wrapper for all I care. I just want the episodes.

Peter
HIT Rep: Well, we can't offer you opening *and* closing credits, but we do have this lovely episode of Pingu.

JHC's New VP of Business & Legal Thingy
March 2  (  7228.7

Kynan
<Tell us, what *does* a Vice-President, Business and Legal Affairs do? And sing it as a verse of "People In Your Neighborhood.">


Don't be ridiculous -- you can't sum up a complex job description in one silly verse. It's gonna take me at least four.


When your business makes a corporate deal,


Be it share buyout or Happy Meal,


Then you'll have to meet with suited squares


Like the VP, Biz and Legal Affairs


While your average corporate legal guy


Deals with contract law (traditionally dry)


A Henson Company lawyer's job is two-fold


Because the place is being constantly sold


Oh, he'll help you with your paperwork


Find legal snafus wherever they lurk


So when you're signing puppeteer Dave Goelz


You can rest assured there's no loopholes


While it's true your primary company goal


Might not revolve around his legal role; 


If you end up someday getting sued,


Without him there, then buddy, you are screwed


Oh, the VP BLA's a person in your neighborhood


In your neighborhood, in your neighborhood


Yes, the VP BLA's a person in your neighborhood


A person that you meet when you're walking down the street


He's a person that you meet


Each day!

[ Tom, Isha, Martha & Mark ]

Commercials I hate



March 3  (  7176.41

Anthony
I spent that year being conceived, growing as a young fetus, and, on the penultimate day of the year, being born.


1984. I don't know where I'd be without it.

[ Ryan R ]

Forum stats – Feb 05



March 3  (  7225.27

Ryan R
And once again Scott astounds. 554?! I don't think there was anything I did 554 times in February. 

History-Related Movies?



March 10  (  7256.8

Quinn
They have the attention span of... I can't think of anything with the attention span of a 7th Grader. They have the attention span of Danny.

New HIT DVDs




March 10  (  7142.25-29

Warrick
Okay, here we go... Japanese DVDs...


[ Five volumes of Mother Goose DVD contents ]


So, how many more are there to the set?

Carolyn
*blinks* You mean there's more?

Warrick
Yeah, there are a ton of these!

Joe
Holy crap. What a waste of money and time. I mean, honestly. Wow.

Warrick
What is?

Palisades Super Grover report...

March 19  (  7295.8

David S
I submit for your consideration: the wrong color blue.

Jim rumors





March 22  (  7072.21-34

Kevin
I heard rumors. We all already know the ones surrounding his death. But I'd heard that he was a womanizer and that was sort of surprising.

Danny
Dude, nobody could score like Jim could score. He was the master!


Jim Henson could walk into any bar in any city in the world, walk up to the most beautiful woman there, and take her back to his hotel room, where he'd make mad passionate love to her until the early morning hours.


Jim Henson could do your mom. He could do your sister. He made love to the most beautiful women alive, and make them cry and beg for more. In 1978, at least four percent of all the sex that was had in the world was had by Jim Henson.


There is no stronger aphrodisiac in the world than to walk up to a woman, look her straight in the eyes, and say, "I'm Jim Henson."


The ladies? They loved to love Jim Henson.

Smig
I bet he was great with his hands.

[ Ryan R & Scott ]

Spring Break Shark Attack


March 23  (  7307.10

Danny
I watched this movie, and yes, it's everything I hoped it would be. Sun, sand, lots of red food coloring in the water. At the beginning, a friend of the main characters is acting really sleazy at a club, and you say, that guy looks like shark bait to me. And sure enough, a couple scenes later, he's the first one to go.


The main character is the serious girl, whose dad wants her to be a business major, even though she wants to, like, major in anthropology, because she's always been taught that there's only one way to live, and she wants to know how other people live.


She has a serious love interest and a party-boy love interest. The serious love interest can't afford to go to college; he's there because his mom owns a fishing boat at that beach. You can tell that he's more grounded because he wears a plaid cutoff shirt.


He and the serious girl have their first big flirtatious scene in the bookstore next door to the loud club where the sleazy shark-bait guy is cheating on his girlfriend. The bookstore doesn't have any shelves, just big random piles of books on tables and odd pieces of furniture. (It's apparently called Heaps o' Books.) As they flirt, they reach out and pick up a random book from the nearest pile, flip through it without looking at it, and then put it back on the pile. They both do this. The guy does it three times.


The big climax on party beach is filmed on a cloudy day. A huge crowd of drunk partying kids is out on a floating party raft about a hundred feet from shore, and the sharks attack en masse. (PS: The serious girl's brother, like, wrote his dissertation on tiger sharks, and he says, that's weird, sharks don't usually feed in packs. By "don't usually" he means never.) The party-boy is on the raft, lying down on his stomach so he can flirt with a girl who's in the water. He tells her not to think: "Sharks can hear you think." Then suddenly she's jerked away, and pulled underwater, and from there on it's about five minutes of carnage and red food coloring.


Oh, this is a good time. Good, good movie. If there's ever a chance that you can see this, you should. When they called this Spring Break Shark Attack, they were essentially laying claim to the whole concept. There can never be another movie about sharks attacking kids on spring break. They've done it now; civilization can put a big check mark next to that, and move on to the next item on the list. 

Atlantic City Blues




March 23  (  7348.2

John
I can no longer diss Garfield after winning big on his slot machine over at Trump Plaza. Thanks, little Garfield, you lasagna-slurping whore! You made daddy very happy, especially when those three bonus rounds came up and pushed my winnings up past $100. Jim Davis is a genius!

Chasing Farrah




March 23  (  7352.1-8

John
Would somebody please brain me with a frying pan for watching this? It's so unbelievably stoopid.


I guess because it's TVLand it has be somewhat tame, but I'm a bit surprised at how bad the acting is. It's obviously scripted within an inch of it's life, and no one outside of Farrah's payroll is given any camera time. It's very strange. Also, fans keep running up to Hot Fawcett and offering to build her buildings and give her diamonds. Is it still 1978?


If anyone knows of a way I can dislodge this show from my mental Tivo, please reply quickly.

Shawn
Do that frying pan thing, that oughta work.

Danny
PaWANNNNNGNNNNGNNNNG

Scott
Did you just get a boner?

Danny
No, but good guess. That was the sound of John getting hit on the head with a frying pan. The sound of me getting a boner is very different.

Scott
Does the sound of John getting hit on the head with a frying pan give you a boner?

Danny
I can neither confirm nor deny that.

[ Martha & Ryan D ]

Longest Super Grover Review Ever.

April 3  (  7429.4

Quinn
His package is enormous.


And my name is on Grover's package.


And I took Grover's package to my mother-in-laws this morning, where we admired his package over biscuits and gravy.


And I think I'll take Grover's package to show my 7th Graders tomorrow.

British TV "series"?



April 4  (  7437.9

Carolyn
Basically it's like this: Americans work too hard. I mean, not me personally, but the rest of the country.

[ Michal ]

Muppet Show music education


April 5  (  7345.70-71

Scott
I only pretend to know something about classical music. I don't even know who Beethoven is.

Peter
*Schroeder dies*

Powerpuff Girls




April 5  (  7440.17

Shawn
It's Japan. It doesn't have to make sense.

Loonatics Petition




April 6  (  7450.5

Ryan R
Wow, that kid is motivated. Soldiers in Iraq signed it? So if Warner Bros. goes through with this, they hate America.

HIT hate support group



April 6  (  7462.1-13

Danny
I'm starting this thread to support those of us who hate HIT.


We admit that we are powerless over HIT, and that our lives have become unmanageable.


We have made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to hating HIT as we understand it.


We have made a searching and fearless moral inventory of HIT's DVD release plans, and found intolerable shortcomings and defects of character.


We have had a spiritual awakening as a result of these steps. We have tried to carry this message to other people who hate HIT, and we practice these principles in all our affairs.


In short: HIT sucks. Giving the DVD rights to HIT is yet another dumbass Henson decision that disrespects the work and shortchanges the fans. I curse HIT now, and forever. No more will I hope for good things from HIT. Licensees come and licensees go, but HIT will be with us always, a blight upon us and upon Jim Henson's work.


Only by recognizing this can we truly begin to heal.

John
You know, I hated HIT, not from the day I heard they were just stringing us along with Fraggle Rock single-disc sets with no intention of releasing full season packages, but from the day they proved it to be true. And that day was... well, the other day, when they announced disc four, "Those Meshuggener Doozers" or whatever they've titled it. What an obvious set-up they've crafted. I wasted daytime minutes calling those deceivers with my naive season-sets requests. Well I feel like a damned fool now.

Ryan R
HIT? More like sHIT!


Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha! Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha! Ha ha ha! Ha!


No, but seriously, that sucks. What were they thinking? I'm actually not sure who I mean when I say "they." Quickly-- somebody give me a "they."

Carolyn
I'm not even sure how I feel about buying the single discs anymore. I think I will buy them, but feel cheated and angry about it.

John
I feel the same way about the single discs. I'm so tempted to just boycott.

Danny
You can boycott if you like, but there's a non-zero chance that it'll be the only Fraggle DVDs we see.


To read the rest of this message, answer the following 12 trivia questions!

Peter
Why should I hate HIT? HIT is going to give me season sets of Fraggle DVDs. They promised. They promised me that they would give me season sets. They lied, didn't they? Those fucking bastards lied to me! Why is life so unfair? Why does corporate America have such a stranglehold on my ability to enjoy life? You know what, though? Maybe we can start a letter writing campaign and put little chocolates in the envelopes. That way the folks at HIT will have chocolate and be happy and make season sets. Right? I mean, chocolate is better than a petition signed by 34,847 people. Oh, God. Thirty-four thousand, eight hundred and forty-seven signatures. It isn't enough. It will never be enough. Never.


I hate HIT!

Nick
*Stands up from his chair* Hi, I'm Nick....


And I hate HIT for telling me they'd put out Fraggle season sets when I called them, and then changing their minds.

Danny
Plus Animal Jam! Don't forget Animal Jam.

Eric > Frank





April 9  (  7469.16

Ryan R
I'll agree that Eric's Fozzie is better than Frank's later Fozzie. That's a no-brainer. But I can't agree that Eric's Piggy is as good as Frank's later Piggy. Even when he wasn't given much to work with, Frank always delivered with the pig. 


I still say Eric's Grover is better than Frank's later Grover, and I do think it's all about the energy.


Meanwhile, I think Steve's Rizzo is much better than Louise Gold's Rizzo, Bob McGrath's is better than Caroll's Bob, and Quinn's Walter Matthau is exactly as good as Martha's Pillsbury Doughboy.

[ Ryan R ]

Oz teaser ads




April 11  (  7465.24

Ryan D
Oh, Scott. I love you like a fat kid loves cake.
Sesame reference on PvPonline


April 11  (  7480.10-11

Doug
I'm a nerd. Complaining is what I do. You wouldn't believe how much I complained when I went to Toys R Us and they didn't have any of those free Yodas. Boy, I wouldn't shut up.

Daniel
You gotta stand in the automatic doors and shake your fist.


Toys R Us hates that.

Muppets in the wild!



April 11  (  7491.4

Shawn
Why is Photoshop so often used for evil instead of good?

Random post





April 16  (  7525.4-19

Jog
I GOTTA find a way to use the sentence "AHHHH! It's A NOSE." in everyday life.

Ryan R
Suggestion: Use it when you see a nose.

It's Pope-riffic!




April 19  (  7550.18

Tom
I think everyone's missing the point here.


What we need to do now, as Internet geeks, is constantly compare the new Pope to the old Pope. Does he sound like the old Pope? Does he have the right movement and mannerisms? Are his scripts as good as they used to be?


The litmus test will come when we hear the new Pope sing his version of "Bein' Green" with Ashanti.

Playing with Sababa Doozer PVCs...

April 20  (  7555.1-2

Jog
... why does the worker Doozer PVC with the yellow helmet have a fork in his toolbelt?

Isha
In case he gets hungry.

Muppet Oz party planning


April 21  (  7085.61-62

Danny
Why are the people in the Danny's Muppet Oz party thread pretending that there isn't going to be a Danny's Muppet Oz party?


Cause there is. As per the thread title.

Alaina
I'm so psyched. I never knew that thread titles were legally binding.

Oz: Tribeca premiere



April 22  (  7564.8-10

Peter
The April 27th premiere has been classified an invitation-only event.


A $25 invitation-only event.

Joe
Psshhhh, lame. So, are we in for the Saturday showing (since Michal can't attend Friday night's)?

Peter
It is unbelievably insensitive of you to suggest that we attend a showing that you very well know I can't attend. Some friend you are.


You know what, though? Go ahead; take Michal. Get popcorn. Make babies for all I care!

Shawn: Philly Invasion



April 24  (  7535.56-116

Danny
Danny: "So what should I tell them?"


Shawn: "We made it! We're here."


Danny: "We're here, and we're in my house."


Shawn: "Let's give them a brief rundown of the day's activity."


Danny: "All right. I set out in my superhot Ford Freestar minivan, which is now named the New Roc City Non-Stop Party Machine -- and that's ROC because it stands for New Rochelle. And I drove it up to New Hampshire and straight into Shawn's loving arms."


Shawn: "Where my dad was present, to complain about his back and knees."


Danny: "Right. Good detail. That's the secret of good storytelling."


Shawn: "He did, however, help me load his bike into his back seat. Which could sound bad."


Danny: "This is not the story! You're not telling the story. We packed you up!"


Shawn: "Lightning quick! Quick like little bunnies."


Danny: "Ninja bunnies! So we packed up, what? Books and Transformers --"


Shawn: "And art supplies, and CD's and video games and clothes."


Danny: "And the drawing table."


Shawn: "Which fit in the van very nicely, thank you. Then we spent the night at a pal's. I wasn't getting any sleep, because I was alternating between excitement and guilt."


Danny: "And I got plenty, because I'm on good medication. And we woke up in the morning and headed out --"


Shawn: "To Store 24! Which I guess isn't around here, cause all there is is Wawa."


Danny: "Again, you're picking up on the crucial detail, rather than the main story, which is that we got away clean as a freakin' whistle."


Shawn: "Unscathed! She didn't know what hit her."


Danny: "And neither do we, cause it all happened offstage. We were gone before she knowed it. So we got the hell out of Shawn's nasty old town and headed out on the highway, screaming NEW ROC CITY!!!!!! at any conceivable opportunity. And then we went to a dinosaur museum!"


Shawn: "Which had quite a number of dinosaur tracks. And postcards."


Danny: "Which is exactly what you would imagine that Shawn and I would do upon entering into a road trip. It was that kind of trip. We saw a sign on the Connecticut highway for Dinosaur State Park, and naturally we couldn't resist that kind of candy."


Shawn: "Who could?"


Danny: "And it turned out to be AWEXOME -- "


Shawn: "As I said in their guest book."


Danny: "Cause it was a real actual fossilized dinosaur track area with a big dome built over it and museum exhibits. And basically the story is that Shawn and I had been together for, what, maybe fifteen hours at that point, and already we were at a dinosaur museum."


Shawn: "Then lunch at Friendly's, where much drawing with crayons occurred."


Danny: "And then more Connecticut. And more."


Shawn: "Because there's always gotta be more Connecticut."


Danny: "And I made a wrong turn and ended up driving through Manhattan for a little while."


Shawn: "Singing songs about driving through the Lincoln Tunnel, as fish, monsters, and little girls."


Danny: "And chickens. And then we were in New Jersey, as naturally we would be --"


Shawn: "And then I had to take a nap."


Danny: "And then before we knowed it, we were in Pennsylvania, and pulling up to my lovely little house. Do you like my house?"


Shawn: "Yes. It is lovely. And jammed to the rafters with Muppet stuff, as you'd expect."


Danny: "And you met Ed. Who is........"


Shawn: "Excellent. He wins many awards for achievements in excellence."


Danny: "And the kitties."


Shawn: "Oh, yeah, they're cuddly."


Danny: "And monkeys."


Shawn: "And they're insane."


Punkimonkey: "What? What are you saying about us?"


Shawn: "I'm sorry, nothing."


Danny: "And we had Chinese food and ice cream, and we played Disney Princess Uno with Ed --"


Shawn: "I would call it rousing."


Danny: "It was rousing. It was a rousing game of Disney Princess Uno, of which I am currently the house champeen. And now we're telling you all about it."


Shawn: "Yeah. That works."


Danny: "So, let's bottom-line it."


Shawn: "We're alive."


Danny: "You escaped! It worked."


(Crash from the other room as Ed drops a bunch of things.)


Danny: "Are you all right?"


Ed: "Yeah."


type-a type-a type-a


Danny: "So Amber is out of your life."


Shawn: "Which is for the better, because's she insane. Like, really, really insane."


Danny: "Word."


Shawn: "And now it's nothin' but a summer of fun on roller coasters."


Danny: "With monkeys."


Shawn: "Of course."


Danny: "So we're all good. Shawn's staying here for a little bit while he gets his own pad, and we're just gonna have wacky boystown clubhouse fun for a while, and we love you, and thanks for your good wishes, and everything worked out great so far."


Shawn: "Ding! That was a thumbs-up."


Danny: "Anything you want to say to the people?"


Shawn: "Uhhhhh... I'm tired."


Danny: "Me too. We're gonna go play video games. Hasta, my peeps. Peace out."

Danny
P.S.


NEW ROC CITY!!!!!!!!


WHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO!!!!!!

John
Well now you've done it, you've made me jealous. Come rescue me next!

Shawn
Do you have proof of an abusive girlfriend who practices one or more of the following:


Verbal Abuse


Physical Violence


Sleep Deprivation Tactics


Financial Abuse


If not, could you provide us with proof in the next 30 days?

John
Fortunately, I don't have a girlfriend practicing any of that kind of abuse on me. However, I am currently dealing with the following abusive, potentially fatal, situations:


* Co-workers who say "ain't".


I'll think of more later.

JHM on Frank Oz




April 30  (  7614.13

Tom
If the next Muppet production was directed by Frank, written by Jerry Juhl, with characters performed by Eric, I would explode and Disney executives would have to peel pieces of me off of the walls so that I could go buy all the associated merchandise.

[ Carolyn & Scott ]

Bo Bice!





May 4  (  7641.8

Cathy
Hmmm. Curious. Let's explore.


Jesus and Constantine, the similarities:


* both sport the long hair look


* both had many adoring female fans


* both look to the greats as inspiration for their own careers


* both spawned a public outcry when they were given the old heave-ho before their time was due


Jesus and Constantine, the differences:


* Jesus doesn't suck

[ Peter ]

Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy

May 9  (  7008.163

Danny
The problem with Harry Potter movies is that Harry Potter books are boring, and boring movies are even more annoying than boring books.


There, I've said it. Bring on your lightning bolts!

Overrated Henson Clips



May 10  (  7687.2

Scott
Kermit and the Little Girl counting to Cookie Monster? I must have seen it a million times, and I love it just a little more each time. And I tear up at the end because I'm a little sissy girl.

Mean toys





May 12  (  7709.1-2

Tiga
... And then this reminded me of a movie I saw when I was like really little up my Grum's on like a Christmas special or something and it was about toys and it was Christmas and like this little girl would get a toy on Christmas and that toy would be like all happy and whatnot but then the next year she would get a new toy and would totally forget like her old toy. I think the toy she had before was a doll and then she got like a stuffed dog or lion or something and it was about him and he didn't know what would happen and then like he was replaced by like a weird scary evil Barbie-ish hard plastic doll who was like evil. I remember after seeing this movie I started the whole apologizing to all my toys thing. I can't remember what it was called but I think it might have been Jim Henson for some reason. Or like puppety anyway. Does anyone have a clue of what I am talking about?

John
Christ, no. Is someone spiking the TP water fountain again?

Elmo Calling





May 19  (  7662.13-17

Kynan
This seems like a good thread to tell a Cute Baby Story from my Own True Life.


My 2-year-old Baby Friend Aidan loves talking on the phone. He answers the phone when it rings in our house, and will talk to pretty much anyone for a couple minutes before he says, "Get going now! Okay, bye."


Lately he's taken to asking if he can call people. Doesn't really matter who. "Call Aunty Steph? Call Lucy? Call Grandma?" If someone's busy, he'll just pick someone else. "Call Uncle Bruce?"


So I was out of town last weekend, and I got a call from my housemate Jess, Aidan's mommy. She said, "Hello, it's Jess speaking. Aidan was wondering if he could talk to Big Bird, please." It seems that after Aunty Steph's and neighbor Lucy's lines were both busy, Aidan's next choice was "Big Bird."


(It's worth pointing out here that we have the Gund Sesame puppets at home and Aidan is accustomed to having conversations with Bert, Ernie, Grover, Big Bird and Cookie Monster, but he's never spoken to any of them on the phone. It's also worth pointing out that I really don't do a Big Bird voice. Why Big Bird was his #3 choice to call last Sunday after his nap is anyone's guess.)


Anyway, Jess handed Aidan the phone and I gamely claimed to be Big Bird, an impersonation I pulled off chiefly by saying "la la la" a fair bit. We talked for a good five minutes, then he put his baby doll on the phone and told the doll to talk to the Bird. That didn't work out so well, so Aidan got back on and requested a duet of Jingle Bells, and Big Bird was more than happy to oblige.


Jess later told me she was watching Aidan the whole time and she's never seen him grinning so wide. Who knows what he really thought. Jess asked him about the call later in the day and Aidan said, "Aidan Big Bird tulla-phone. Baby doll tulla-phone. And Kynan!" Which either means the little genius was in on it from the start, or he just doesn't know what the hell he's talking about.


The moral of the story? I'unno, the power of imagination or some crap like that. I just dug talkin' like Big Bird for a bit.

Danny
You're the best not-quite-dad in the world.

Kynan
La la laaaaa.

John
That story is even more adorable when one realizes the characters all have Australian accents. You've raised the bar.

Sith nitpicking




May 21  (  7770.1-19

Kynan
I got a million of 'em.


Palpatine knows Padme is pregnant. Why doesn't he know she has twins?


Okay, so he doesn't know it's twins. If he has the power to be the baddest dude in the universe right under the Jedi Council's nose, surely he can conjure up the power to, I don't know, CHECK that Padme's one baby didn't survive?


Padme loses her will to live when Anakin turns to the Dark Side, then lives long enough to see her babies, and still has no will to live. She's always been a strong-willed, independent woman. Even if Anakin's turn makes her want to die, how does it make sense that her maternal instincts don't override that despair? Does she have no sense of loyalty to her people anymore? If it isn't a character contradiction, at the very least it's lousy parenting.


A war between clones and robots is the most pointless subject to hang two entire movies on, ever. No casualties, no tragedy, no winners, no losers, no war. Not really a nitpick, just an observation. Pointless action is dull, I don't care how many 'splosions there are.


Speaking of which -- if the Clone Wars are so terrible, why does life go on as usual for everybody in the galaxy? There's no sense, anywhere, in any of the six films, that the ongoing battle between Good and Evil affects ANYBODY other than those directly involved in it. Every city we see, a steady stream of spaceship traffic indicates life going on as usual. Luke hates the Empire -- why? His stupid desert life would be just as excruciatingly dull under anybody else.


All the soldiers and senators who defect to the Emperor -- are they embracing the Dark Side, too? Wouldn't that have some fairly major trickle-down effects? There's bound to be paperwork involved with converting from one Side of the Force to the other.


Seriously, who the hell builds a planet on a volcano?

Isha
Obviously they were mining something. But that's all I got.

Ryan R
Yeah, they had those little droids flying around harvesting lava. I'm not really sure why. Maybe they drink it.

Kynan
Next nitpick: Yoda says he and Obi-Wan will reemerge "when the time is right" -- yet they wait for Luke to come to them, and then bitch and moan about him being too old to train. Stupid little Jedi.

Ryan R
Kynan, you've brought up a lot of good questions, but let me ask you this: Did you go into the film looking for as many little details to nitpick about as you could find?

Danny
I think Kynan and I have the same nitpicking type brain. I go into a movie wanting to be entertained, naturally, as everybody does, and I'm totally willing to suspend my disbelief and enjoy myself.


But I also tend to think ahead a bit. So if a character is in their house and someone is threatening them, I think, well, they should just go to the kitchen and grab a big knife.


In a good movie, at that moment, the character goes into the kitchen and grabs a big knife. Or at least they try to, or they somehow acknowledge that they're thinking the same thing. If they just stand there and look scared, then that character is stupid, and the movie is stupid, and they think that I'm stupid, and it makes me very very cranky. And then I can't enjoy the movie anymore.


So I don't go into the movie looking for things to nitpick at. I want them to go get the knife. It's not my fault if they don't.

Scott
I think you and Kynan's imagination is broken.

Danny
My imagination works fine when it's being used for the right purpose; it just breaks down when it's being used to fill in the gaps for a lazy script.


If I'm supposed to watch a bad movie and imagine that I'm watching a good movie, then I might as well stay home, where I can imagine just as well, and I have the bathrooms to myself.

Kelly?





May 22  (  7769.8-13

Danny
So I guess the scene went like this:


Dorothy: "Kelly?"


...


Dorothy: "KELLY?"


...


Dorothy: "Kelly! My god! Are you all right? Answer me!"


...


Dorothy: "Holy crap. Somebody call 911!"

Joe
Dorothy: "Kelly?"


Kelly: "I can't believe they cut my line."

Peter
Dorothy: "Kelly?"


Kelly: "Can you hear me? I'm on the other side of the fourth wall."

[ Ryan R ]

Oz cast list





May 23  (  7781.5

Danny
I thought Rickey's Scooter was good, and when I watched it again, I thought it was even better. As with all recasts, I think you have to hear it a few times so you can wrap your brain around the fact that it's not Richard. Once you do that, Rickey sounds great.


Especially compared to Brian's Scooter in VMX, which was really pretty bad. The only thing worse than Brian's Scooter was Brian's Janice, and the only thing worse than Brian's Janice was Brian selling the company to EM.TV.

[ Carolyn ]

Comments on Oz




May 23  (  7793.1-27

Danny
"Well i have watched the whole movie and im in love with the whole thing. Ashnta is kind of cute, and im not really into black Girls but i thought she was really cute. Know i dont want all the black people to get mad after that but im white and i grew up thinking black people where mean and now im learnig diffreent."


"I don't think I caught too many other risque scenes, except perhaps when Beaker and Bunsen looked pretty chummy with the arms on each other's backs during Dorothy's song for the Wizard. But I'm not going to say anything about that because good friends can do that and there doesn't have to be anything wrong with it."


"A lot of folks seem dissappointed by this movie, but honstley, what did you expect? You cant possibly think that they're latest movies will be as good as the originals. I mean, that's why they're CALLED originals."


"Jim Henson Courpes is doing backflips!!!! THAT WAS DEGRATING!!!!!! IT FUTURE MUPPET PROJECT DEPEND ON THAT WE ARE SCREWED!!!!!"


"Now that almost every TV series/cartoon has been trashed by the film industry, it does not surprise me that greedy Disney Corporation (a.k.a., slave owners, ask their employees) would TRASH The Wizard of Oz. They cast a girl who clearly comes from a garbage heap herself. The opening sequence was nothing but a promotion for her CD (WHO would buy that garbage??) The writing was awful, full of urban trash jokes, and of course, they always have to throw in a burp. WHY is that funny? It is disgusting. People who burp are disgusting. I will try to organize as many people as I can to RIOT ABC."


"I was offended right away by Ashanti's comments about 'getting out of Kansas to become someone'. I am from the midwest, and I'm really sick of the entertainment industry treating us as a bunch of red neck losers who never leave their state because they have no ambition."


"I am SO glad that finally someone else spoke out about how DISGUSTING burping jokes are in films. WHO are these writers anyway? Do they come from hillbilly upbringings or something? Every time I see a movie that has a burp joke -- I don't watch it. Unfortunately, I didn't see that coming in this film."


"This is without a shadow of a doubt the most embarassing, horrific, and grotesque excuse for a Muppet production ever. It was literally like watching a car accident replayed over and over... I hope no non Muppet fan tuned in...as seeing this 2 hour holocaust is enoug h to convince anyone the Muppets are long dead... As far as Im concerned, this is the Abu Ghirabe prison photos of the Muppet legacy."

Cathy
Wow, 2 hour holocaust. Harsh. Where'd these come from?

Jess
IMDb message board?

Danny
Nope, guess again.

Martha
Gotta be Muppet Central.

John
I'm glad there's an MC, so none of that crap has to happen here.

Danny
I kind of love it now. I think I've gone through hating Muppet Central and come out the other side. I can appreciate the lunatic beauty of it now. I actually went there on purpose this time, just to see what I could see, and I mined these gorgeous little nuggets.


I can't wait to see what Muppet Central becomes after, say, two years, when there's a lot of Disney-released stuff and the ranks start to swell. Who knows what might happen. It could become something achingly beautiful. The best days of Muppet Central are still ahead, and by best I mean nuttiest.

John
Well I hope that doesn't mean you'll be opening the floodgates here for every Tom, Dick, and Punknpuppets to just waltz right in.

Danny
Oh, no, definitely not. I like it from a distance. It's thrilling to watch acrobats, but you wouldn't want them living in your house, suspending themselves from your light fixtures. No.

Most gratuitous Oz joke?



May 24  (  7797.6-11

John
I don't think anyone would be complaining about the one-liners if they were a little more inspired. That said, I disagree that they'll date the movie in a bad way. I think those references will be more hilarious in years to come, after we've forgotten they've already been the punchlines in a thousand UPN sitcoms.

Danny
Yeah, "that joke isn't funny" is a point that I can respect, even if I happen to disagree with it, cause that's a matter of taste.


I just don't like it when people are saying "that joke is dated, and people won't understand it in 15 years," on account of who cares, or when they're saying "that joke is offensive," on account of how offensive is a Girls Gone Wild reference.


I mean, if those are just stand-ins for "it didn't make me laugh," then fine.


The one joke that I didn't care for on the "dated" grounds is actually "what happens in the Emerald City stays in the Emerald City" -- just because it's overused right now. Like you say, the robot assassins of 2194 will probably think that line is hilarious.

Scott
Are these individuals who assassinate robots, or are they robots who are assassins?

Danny
First one, then the other.


You know how those scenarios tend to go.

[ Kynan ]

Books Right Now




May 27  (  7818.5

Shawn
The other thing is I've just started reading the Sandman graphic novels. I always put them off because of their popularity. Of course, I'm completely screwing it up and reading the series in reverse order, but so what. I also don't care when people tell me how movies end. I got bigger fish to fry.

TP Meet in NYC – Pictures!


May 31  (  7832.6-13

Isha
I wanna see the pic of me between Michal's legs.

Michal
Where was I when this picture was taken?

Isha
I believe you were saying, "Isha is between my legs. Ryan, take a picture."

[ Ryan R ]

Quinn's New Customs...



June 1  (  7698.43-44

Cathy
By god man, is there anything you CAN'T do?

Quinn
*thinks*


No.

Oz: Liking everything



June 2  (  7794.9-10

Kynan
ENTHUSIASM!


BOUNCING!


EXCLAMATION MARKS!


TAMBOR, TAMBOR, TAMBOR!


Martha
Kynan seems to have turned into a Tamborine.
Creature Shop closing?



June 2  (  7858.4-6

Tom
Okay, if JHC sold off the Muppets, what sense does it make to sell off the Creature Shop? That's all they have left at this point.

Ryan R
And now here's Danny to say something disparaging about Brian.

Danny
Brian smells like cabbage.

[ Ryan R & Isha ]

Snuffy the cloud




June 2  (  7850.13-14

Daniel
I'm surprised Hooper's is even open anymore. They can't be bringing in much money.

Jess
The store stays open the same way that Bert and Ernie pay rent. It's made possible by grants from the Carnegie Corporation, the power of imagination, and viewers like you.

[ Ryan R ]

Sesame figures




June 3  (  7498.51

Shawn
And I'm glad there won't be backdrops, as it makes the figures less expensive and less... take-up-space-y.

Fraggle Rock Book Club Commercial

June 6  (  7882.2-18

David H
What an interesting way to... er... dance when saying, "I looooove Fraggle Rock."

Danny
Do you see what I'm saying about Muppet fans being gay? Do you see it now?

Stephane
I totally remember that commercial! Also, if my television randomly vomited books at me, I'd wink salaciously too. Or run screaming in terror.

Peter
If anything could make me Gay Fraggle Dance, it would be a television that free books come out of.


Aw, what the hell.


*Gay Fraggle Dances anyway*

Danny
By the way: If he loves Fraggles so much, why does he turn it off right after the opening theme ends?

Ryan D
Isn't it obvious? It's impossible to watch TV and do the gay Fraggle dance at the same time. Gay Fraggle dancing is more important. Duh.

[ Ryan R ]

Favorite TMS episode



June 7  (  7874.22

Anthony
Jog, you're the only person I know of who can't chop his list of favorite Muppet Show episodes any smaller than 34.


Good work.

Oz: Twenty minutes



June 7  (  7891.1-7

Danny
Disney has said that on the DVD, the Muppets' Wizard of Oz movie will be 20 minutes together. What do you think happens in that twenty minutes?

Joe
A 12-minute rendition of "Gotta Get Out of Kansas".


3 minutes of Rizzo's "Girls Gone Wild" fantasy.


2 minutes of Bean Bunny falling off of things.


4 minutes, 58 seconds of Jeffrey Tambor's toupee.


2 seconds of, "Kelly?"

[ Ryan R ]

Loonatics Strike Again



June 7  (  7899.10-12

Tom
Hey, Danny, what happened to post #6? Delphi sent me the notification, but you deleted it.

Danny
It was a non-funny joke. That's what a deleted message always means, that somebody posted something and then ten seconds later decided that it sounded dumb.

Peter
I'm supposed to delete that stuff?

You Dare Challenge Lord Vader?

June 13  (  7929.11

Danny
Does he concede if you get past 20 questions?


He got Death Star in 17, which only makes sense. The last question before he guessed it was, "Do you use it on a farm?" Which I guess means that there's something in the world that's just like a Death Star, except you use it on a farm. A Farm Star, maybe. So if you've narrowed it down to those two choices, then you just ask do you use it on a farm, and then you know whether it's the Death Star or the Farm Star.

Mother Goose DVDs cancelled


June 15  (  7944.2

Kynan
This makes me worry about HIT's ongoing commitment to releasing crappy products.

Batman Begins




June 20  (  6654.123-157

Danny
Yeah, I personally need to go find Kynan and smack him in the back of the head for telling me to see Batman Begins. When I told Ed that we should go see it, I said that everybody on the forum liked it. He said: "Everybody? Did Kynan like it?" And I said, yeah, Kynan said it was great, that's why I want to go. And he said, okay, if Kynan likes it.


That's a true fucking story. So now Kynan owes me and Ed and Shawn two and a half hours of our lives, plus $9.50 each.


I know, some people here like it, but it wasn't for me. The movie had absolutely no sense of humor, which for me is the strongest possible criticism. When we walked out, Ed actually said to me, "Are you sure Kynan liked it?" And I said, I think so. Ed asked if it was possible that Kynan was kidding.


Dear Kynan: Dude, how could you like this depressing, boring car accident of a movie? It just doesn't make sense. The one thing I liked in the whole movie was when he blew the monastery up, and that's only because I'd been spending the previous forty-five minutes wishing I could blow it up myself.


And now here's Dorothy Parker to explain my problem with Batman Begins. Take it away, Dorothy:


"Now, I know that the term 'sense of humor' is dangerous, and that humor is snooted upon, in a dignified manner, by the lofty-minded. Thus, Professor Elmer More raises a thin and querulous pipe in his essay on Longfellow -- I think it is -- to say that there were those who claimed that Longfellow had no humor -- of whom I am the first ten. All right, suppose he hadn't, he says, in effect; humor may be all very well for those that like it, but there's no good making a fetish of it.


"I wouldn't for the world go around making fetishes; yet I am unable to feel that a writer can be complete without humor. And I don't mean by that, and you know it perfectly well, the creation or appreciation of things comic. I mean that the possession of a sense of humor entails the sense of selection, the civilized fear of going too far.


"A little humor leavens the lump, surely, but it does more than that. It keeps you, from your respect for the humor of others, from making a dull jackass of yourself. Humor, imagination and manners are pretty fairly interchangeably interwoven."

Kynan
Geez, now I got you AND Dorothy Parker on my case?


Here's what I think. A friend summed it up thusly: "Forget superheroes, this is just a good FILM." Someone in this thread might have pointed out, this is like what Ang Lee was trying to do with Hulk, only Ang Lee accidentally failed on every possible level.


If you want a "superhero" movie, watch Spider-Man, X-Men, Fantastic Four and Bryan Singer's Superman. With the coolness and the cars being thrown around and the ohmigosh he's flying right at me. Which has always been the case with Spider-Man, X-Men, Fantastic Four and Superman, on film and in the books. They're big, splashy comics. (I'm generalizing -- Spidey and the X-Men are usually pretty introspective too, but you get the point.)


Batman, he's a detective and a dude with issues and he happens to wear a cape. And Nolan's Batman Begins, for me, really nailed that. To me, the best Batman books are about the psychology of the characters. The best Batman villains are the ones who mess with Batman's head. And so it follows that the best Batman film would be one which takes the man inside the suit seriously. Nearly -- but not quite -- as seriously as he takes himself.


I really enjoyed Batman Begins as a film, which is why I came out saying 'best superhero movie ever' -- it's the first superhero movie I've seen that -- in my humble, disappointing-Ed-horribly-opinion -- works as a film first, and as a popcorn blockbuster second. Which I can't say about Spider-Man and the X-Men films -- I loved those, they were fantastic entertainment, but I still came out asking questions about dumb plot stuff.


So I would guess that anyone going in expecting fireworks and swinging from buildings and other superhero stuff might come out disappointed. There isn't really a big A-HAAAAH! applause-worthy moment, like there is the first time Chris Reeve rips open his shirt. But that's kind of the point. I think Nolan wants audiences to believe in the film, and get lost in it, rather than spend the whole time going, wow, this is a cool film.


And as for you, Dorothy: There are like four or five really funny lines in the film, which you would have realized if you weren't so busy scribbling arch comments in your leather-bound notebook that you could 'spontaneously' ad lib later. Take THAT, dead writer lady!

Danny
But that's the thing, that this isn't a good film.


[ Note to people who don't like conflict: Kynan and I are gonna have a little Batman Begins ninja throwdown for a second. I'm not saying that people can't like the movie, and if you do, that's great. I'm just saying that Kynan can't like this movie, and I can prove it. ]


I don't want four or five funny lines, that's not the point. The point is that the movie itself didn't have a sense of humor -- and therefore, as Dorothy P suggests, it didn't have a sense of perspective.


Bruce isn't just a dude with issues. He's a dude with issues that goes and does nonsensical things. When his parents get shot right in front of him, he just grows up and goes to Princeton -- a basically normal if somewhat emotionally stunted person. He brings a gun to the guy's parole hearing -- which is foolish and tragic, but understandable. Then the guy gets shot anyway, and Bruce gets slapped by Katie Holmes, and then laughed at by a mean mob boss.


And then what does Bruce go and do? Why, he gets on a ship headed for China and becomes a member of the criminal underworld for seven years. Which you have to do in China for some reason, even though Gotham City is apparently the crime capital of the universe. Then he gets trained in ninja skills. Then he comes home and tells Alfred what he's been up to, and that he's planning to set up shop in a cave, dress up in a rubber suit and fight crime.


At this point, any reasonable facsimile of a human being would say, but dude, that's crazy. You're out of your mind, that's not what people ever do. It's like me losing my job and then deciding to dress up like a chicken for the rest of my life. But instead of recommending a good therapist to help the dude work through his issues, Alfred just kind of crinkles up his nose and tells him that his father would be proud. People keep telling Bruce that his father would be proud of him, despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary.


And then everybody does stuff like that through the whole movie. When the Fu Manchu guy tells Bruce that he's going to wipe out crime by destroying all of Gotham City, Bruce takes him seriously, rather than laughing and telling him that that's idiotic. Everybody takes everybody completely seriously, no matter how ridiculous and pretentious they might be.


A functional sense of humor would help the characters to get some perspective on what they're doing, to have some appreciation for how weird this all is. They don't have to make jokes about it; there just has to be a recognizable glimmer in their eyes that says that there's a person inside.


You didn't like Spiderman 2 -- partly because of the plot holes, but mostly because of the flaws in the characterization. But Batman Begins doesn't have any likeable people, and those people act entirely contrary to human nature.


PS. Also, Katie Holmes doesn't get any older in seven years, or even change her hairstyle, and Rutger Hauer looks like somebody's grandma.

Danny
PPS. The one really funny moment in the movie is when Gary Oldman brags to Bruce about how amazingly stealthy ninjas are, and then a ninja falls down from the ceiling right behind him. And without turning around, Gary says, You see? There's one now.


That scene could be in any Naked Gun movie with no questions asked.

Scott
That's the point of a superhero. He or she doesn't do what he or she does because he or she can, but because he or she knows that it's the right thing to do. And that's heroics.


I get that you didn't like it, but you're not making a good argument for it by pointing out plot holes that don't exist. The script was incredibly tight leaving very little open to question as to why something happened.

Peter
It should be pointed out that any thermomicronucleowave machine that can vaporize water through steel pipes hundreds of feet away but can't penetrate human skin to vaporize the water molecules that comprise 70% of our bodies is a pretty lousy thermomicronucleowave machine.

Scott
The scientists who would make thermomicronucleowave machines are smarter than you and I. If they can conceive of a thermomicronucleowave machine that could be calibrated to evaporate concentrated water laced with a drug with specific properties and not be harmful to the water contained in animal cells, I still wouldn't understand it how it works. I shouldn't have to in order to get the simple plot device delivered in Batman Begins. They can save explanations for the Illustrated Technical Guide for Warp Drives, the Tardis and Thermomicronucleowave Machines.

Danny
I would generally agree with you, as it relates to warp drives and the TARDIS. You can use technobabble to cover up fake science all you want, and that's fine with me. You can even have a thermonuclear reactor that blows up because somebody spills water on the console and I'll be okay with it, as long as the people involved are attractive and the monster looks cool.


What you can't do is say that a person who gets hit by this ray evolves into a lizard, like they did in that Star Trek episode, because that means that you don't know what evolution is. If you're going to invent science of the future, then you ought to have a decent handle on the science of the present.

Kynan
I agree with Scott, and also Peter, but not Danny. I will make some more time soon to disagree with Danny in specific detail, but for now:


Nyah nyah, nyah, I'm right and you're wrong. Plus, I had fun in the movie and you didn't. Who's smarter NOW?

Danny
But then I just feel betrayed and sad.

Kynan
Oh, that's no good, sweetcakes!


In that case, have this picture of Bear on a trampoline.
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Anthony
I really liked it. I liked that Gordon wasn't a pissed-off buffoon, I liked many other things that people have already brought up. Yeah, I'm a fanboy, but I'm a happy one.

Danny
Gordon was good, I'm happy to concede Gordon. He was the one thing I liked about the movie that I'm not being sarcastic about. His best moment was talking to the commissioner on the walkie-talkie, and they tell him that there's nobody to send, and he says, so I'm alone out here? And then the Batmobile jumps across.


There's a similar moment in Attack of the Clones for me, the big gladiator sequence when they fight all those monsters. When I saw Clones, I thought, man, if the whole movie was like this, I'd be enjoying myself. Gordon on the walkie-talkie was the gladiator sequence of Batman Begins.

Kynan
I watched it again last night with my friend Jellyfish, and I loved every single second of it all over again, while she was bored senseless for the first 45 minutes. But she was right back with me by the end. I honestly, I don't know what to say.


I just love love love this movie. I give it five gold ninja stars out of five. It gives me hope for the future of Gotham. It makes me feel proud to be a costumed crimefighter. It makes me want to rent Insomnia and Memento and watch them simultaneously while I dance Batman action figures around in front of the screens.

Danny
You realize that you sound hypnotized, right? Maybe if I snap my fingers, you'll wake up.
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Shawn
Anybody hear about this Buddy Tappett guy? Apparently he's making strides in the field of renewable food sources.

Danny
Dude, are you drunk? Why are you posting about our edible starfish thing at 3:55am?


Translation: On Sunday, Shawn and I started working on a spontaneous comic book. We turned on the TV, and whatever we saw, we came up with a comic book idea. It happened to be a guy on the Science Channel talking about starfish research, so our comic book is about Buddy Tappett, who's doing research on how to make edible starfish. It's brilliant, we have the whole plot worked out now.


Secondary translation: Shawn is drunk.

Shawn
Argh! You so ruined it. This was supposed to be a great viral marketing campaign.

Danny
Oh, darn it. You should give me a heads-up before getting drunk and starting viral marketing campaigns.

[ Isha ]


